
I made an entire e-commerce 
platform on Shiny



{ggirl} – make your GGplots exist In Real Life

remotes::install_github("jnolis/ggirl")



Live demo time!

ggpostcard(plot = plot,
contact_email = "ggirl@jnolis.com",
messages = "Greetings from R!",
send_addresses = 

address(name = "RStudio::conf",
address_line_1 = "165 Waterfront ST",
city = "National Harbor",
state = "MD", 
postal_code = "20745",
country = "US"))



How does it work?
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1. How do you pass the plot 
from R to the Shiny app?



Get data to Shiny with HTTP POST

•

•

•

•

Response of 

request: fc634a

View preview at 

https://[app_url]/.../fc634a

POST image to 

https://[app_url]/upload



The {brochure} package
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•

•

•

•
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https://github.com/ColinFay/brochure
https://github.com/jnolis/ggirl-examples


2. How to show the image 
preview page



Showing a user preview

https://[app_url]/postcard?token=[token]

link.jnolis.com/shiny-conf-2022


3. How to pass the user from 
Shiny to Stripe?



Having users pay with Stripe

•

•

•

•

•

https://github.com/jnolis/ggirl-examples


4. How to fulfill the order?



Have Stripe send a POST telling Shiny to 
order postcards



Fulfill orders in background process

•

•

•

•

•

jobs <- list()
run_token <- function(token){

Sys.sleep(10)
write.csv(data.frame(),paste0(token,".csv"))

}
server <- function(input, output, session) {

observe({
if(input$startjob == 1){

token <- UUIDgenerate()
message(paste0("running task for token: ", token))
if(is.null(jobs[[token]])){

jobs[[token]] <<-
callr::r_bg(run_token, args = list(token = token))

}
}

})
}

https://link.jnolis.com/r-parallel-talk
https://github.com/jnolis/ggirl-examples


Actually ordering the postcards
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•

•



Send confirmation emails

•

•

•



How to deploy it?



DevOps is easy with Saturn Cloud
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Wrapping it up
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•
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•



Thank you!

remotes::install_github("jnolis/ggirl")


